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viii

If cities of the future could speak, what would they say?

| recently read an opinion piece titled ‘It's 2059 and the Rich Kids
Are Still Winning'. This provocation made me stop and think as it
asks: What kind of world do we want to create?

It has also affirmed my belief that a truly radical future, is not just
a technological one, but an inclusive one that does not replicate
past inequalities. If we do things differently, could those headlines
say ‘It's 2030, and Cambodian Youth Have Won the Fight Against
Inequality in Cities™?

The future we want

The Cambodia Urban Forum in November 2019 is the start of a conversation about the future we want for
Cambodia’s cities. We have a long way to go, but the best way to predict that future, is to create it. Here
are two important lessons we learnt unpacking urbanization:;

First, who are cities for? Cities are for people. Beyond buildings and cars, cities are an answer to that
original question, of how we bring people together. From tuk-tuk drivers, to school children, garment
workers to grandparents, Cambodia’s cities are filled with a thousand wisdoms, community solutions,
and perspectives about urbanization.

How do we get these perspectives to listen and learn from each other? How do we make our cities speak
in all of these ways? Citizens also face urgent challenges in terms of livability, waste, and basic services,
especially for the urban poor who live in informal settlements.

Second, how should urban governance be structured? We need a whole-of-government and whole-
of-society approach to ensure Cambodia’s cities meet people’s aspirations, including the future they
want for their children and grandchildren. We also need better information for evidence-based planning,
investments and policies.
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What action is needed?

This Report attempts to capture these initial conversations from the Cambodia Urban Forum. Here is what
we said we would work on together:

Advocate for a vision of sustainable urbanization

Strengthen the use of data to inform planning and investment decision
Increase urban financing provided by public and private actors

Create an enabling environment through urban policies and sector plans

ok~ L

Ensure the participation of all people to create people-centered urban futures

On behalf of the United Nations in Cambodia, | would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Ministry
of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction, in jointly organizing the first Cambodia Urban
Forum.

As the UN turns 75 in 2020, the world faces tremendous change. We will reimagine and renew our efforts
to realize the future hopes and dreams of Cambodia’s children, women and men who live in its vibrant
cities. I look forward to listening and learning from the people of Cambodia to realize smart, sustainable
and inclusive cities, as part of UN75 conversations about the future we want, to ensure that no one is left
behind.

//\:/‘7-'/0\- (i-\.,c. /Z':{.v_.,__,_{

Pauline Tamesis
Resident Coordinator
United Nations in Cambodia
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Photographs by:

Nhut - stock.adobe.com (front page)

andrii_lutsyk - stock.adobe.com (p.ii & xii)

UNICEF Cambodia (p. iv, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17)
allPhoto Bangkok on Unsplash (backpage)







